
C ustom productions, dedicated patented 
products, and sustainable materials and 
concepts – those are the specialisms of 
the internationally active developer and 
importer Global Innovations Germany. We 

spoke with CEO Torsten Münich about the company’s lat-
est innovation, which takes its sustainability strategy to a 
new level. The concept surrounding the patented home-com-
postable material o� ers manufacturers and distributors 
an astonishingly large number of new possibilities.

Half  of  all plastic products end up in the rubbish after about four weeks. Yet 
we have to accept that the world can no longer do without this versatile and 
inherently excellent material. Precisely the promotional products industry is 
aware of  this problem and is working to ensure that less plastic gets into the 
environment. A new solution is offered by Global Innovations.

Global Innovations is playing a considerable role in de-
veloping a new kind of  biodegradable material that is 
setting new standards in composting. How did this come 
about and what is the special thing about it?
Our distribution customers expressed a desire for a new 
material that can be composted at home and also used in 
the household. To do it, we had to adapt the existing 
home-compostable materials we already distribute in the 
horticultural sector in order to make them food safe and 
suitable for dishwashers. Jointly with the patent holder, we 

Colourful, 
sustainable, 
promotionally 
effective: cutlery, 
bread boxes, 
coffee mugs and 
lunchboxes. The 
product range 
is getting bigger 
by the day.

 A novel material from Global Innovations

From dishwasher to 
   compost heap
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altered the material so that we 
obtained TÜV certifi cation for 
food safety and dishwasher suit-
ability. According to our infor-
mation, this is the world’s only 
material with these properties. 
Moreover, it sends out a signal 
towards sustainability, since it bi-
odegrades with no microplastic 
residues. In addition, it was im-
portant to us to make the mate-
rial usable in injection moulds 
without adapting the mould. Af-
ter more than a year of develop-
ment, we reached that goal, and 
have already been able to real-
ise a host of household products 
in our Asian partner factory.

What is the material suitable for 
and what products do you have 
in your range?
In the household segment, we 
have now developed seven dif-
ferent materials, which exhibit 
variables such as fl exibility, for 
instance. Since August, we have 
been able to realise products like 
thermal mugs, festival mugs, cut-
lery and other products that can be made in injection 
moulding machines. We are now also able to produce our 
successful patented product, the cookie stamp, in the new 
material. That was a challenge on account of the built-in 
fi lm hinge, which is designed to function at least 500 times 
in succession. With this innovation, we hope to be able to 
considerably raise the fi gure of more than 20 million sales 
so far. Due to the material adjustment, we are now able 
to manufacture bread boxes or other items with a fi lm 
hinge. In the horticultural sector, the material is usable for 
highly fl exible plant clips, for example. It is now possible 
to realise virtually all products made in injection mould-
ing machines. Together with major A-brands or import-
ers, we are developing further products with custom re-
quirements: chopping boards with a particular hardness, 
for instance.

Where is the material manufactured?
In order to avoid long transport routes, we have a produc-
tion site in Europe for the European suppliers and a pro-
duction site in Asia for the Asian suppliers. New materi-
als and products are developed in Germany.

What areas of  use are conceivable in the promotional 
products market?
Our food-safe and dishwasher-suitable material can be 

used wherever products are 
manufactured using the injec-
tion moulding method, which 
already yields a very wide range 
of products. However, we are 
currently in the process of hav-
ing material variants developed 
that can be subsequently used 
in blow moulds or deep draw-
ing moulds as well. In the hor-
ticultural sector, we are already 
able to realise deep drawing 
and other production methods 
too. We are also happy to sup-
ply horticultural products in the 
promotional products sector.

Now, you not only develop and 
sell products like these your-
selves, but also o� er the ma-
terial to manufacturers that 
can process it in their own fa-
cilities. How popular is this of-
fer in the market?
After the successful tests in our 
Chinese partner factory, we 
have now supplied test mate-
rial to many European plastic 
manufacturers – including some 

PSI suppliers. That’s going down very well and we are cer-
tain that products made out of the new material will not 
only be found at our own stand, but also at other PSI sup-
pliers. That is because it has another big advantage: since 
processing is possible at low temperatures, manufactur-
ers additionally benefi t from an energy saving compared 
with conventional plastics.

Do you supply manufacturers globally?
We have global exclusivity for this patented material, in 
the household, promotional and gift sectors, among oth-
er areas. We are therefore able to supply any manufac-
turer, but are currently focusing on market leaders in 
various segments. We provide manufacturers with in-
formation on processing and support them during the 
transition stage. European manufacturers can procure 
material from us for tests, and prospects in Asia can get 
it via our partner factory. We enable short delivery routes 
this way. 

You are currently building up a global manufacturer 
network...
Yes, and we are grateful for any support for this. We’d love 
to see distributors passing on our contact details to their 
current manufacturers so that we can o� er our material 
to them in the future.

Torsten Münich, Managing Director of Global Innova-
tions: “We are hoping to be able to win the enthusiasm 
of many companies for our new material at the PSI trade 
show and are looking for partners in the PSI network.”

>>
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In January, you will also be introducing your concept at 
the PSI trade show. What advantages does it o� er for 
distributors?
Distributors benefi t in many respects, since they are po-
tentially able to procure home-compostable products from 
their supplier with total ease. In addition, with products 
made out of home-compostable material, distributors pres-
ent their customers with a unique feature and an innova-
tion that is entirely in the spirit of sustainability. We always 
tell manufacturers that we are happy to play a part in mar-
keting their products. Thus, distributors can also order many 
products directly from us. The major advantage of Glob-
al Innovations is that we have an extensive supplier net-
work in both Germany and Asia and are able to realise vir-
tually any product in the form of a custom production.

You mentioned something very special that distributors 
can bene� t from in addition. What do you mean by that?
Promotional products advisors will not only be able to of-
fer their customers promotional products, but also indus-
trial products that may be still getting made out of plastic 
at the moment and can be realised in home-compostable 
form in the future. This can be in virtually any area: out-
door, winegrowing, forestry, industry, logistics, and much 
more. The background to that is, the industrial sector is a 
huge market. In it, there are a number of products that are 
currently under production or development, such as, for 
example, game bite protection for plants, golf tees, clothes 
hangers, etc. Virtually any sector can be served – which 
also provides the promotional products business with ad-
ditional options.

What are the options in terms of  colours and promo-
tional messages?
At the moment, 12 di� erent colours are possible. Finish-
ing is also realisable, as with customary promotional prod-
ucts. We are currently developing home-compostable in-
mould labels.

How sustainable and non-hazardous is the new materi-
al? Are there certi� cations?
Equipment items and products from the home-composta-
ble product range have already been certifi ed by TÜV 
Austria multiple times and already possess the “O.K. Com-
post Home” certifi cations for various equipment items in 
the horticultural or industrial sector. Certifi cation of 
home-compostability is only possible if the product has 
really thin walls. The co� ee capsule currently exclusively 
distributed by our equipment supplier and patent holder 
is already “O.K. Compost Home” certifi ed. Products from 
the household and promotional sector will not yet be giv-
en this certifi cate, since the necessary wall thicknesses 
are too high for home-compostability. That is regulated 
by law, but adjustments can be anticipated. Until then, we 
are talking about soil-degradable products in the house-

hold sector. We are currently applying for certifi cation for 
those. We are anticipating that most products from the 
promotional sector will be degradable within three years 
of contact with micro-organisms in the soil. Our material 
developed for the household and promotional products 
sector has been TÜV certifi ed as food safe according to 
the German Food and Feed Code (LFGB) and are dish-
washer-suitable. Naturally, confi rmations of compliance 
have also been issued.

In our conversation, you have used the terms industri-
ally compostable, home-compostable, and soil-degra-
dable. What is the di� erence?
PLA is one of the well-known materials in the promotion-
al products sector. It is labelled industrially compostable 
and only breaks down at temperatures of approximately 
60°C. Disposal is hence problematic. Home-composta-
ble or soil-degradable products break down on contact 
with soil or compost and then start the degrading pro-
cess. Hence, their disposal is considerably easier and more 
cost-e� ective.

When does the decaying process begin? Do people need 
to worry about goods that stay in the warehouse a bit 
longer?
No, of course not! Breakdown only begins when the prod-
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This is what makes the 
material so special: Compared 

with industrial composting, 
where temperatures of about 

60 °C are required, the material 
breaks down in normal soil or 

home compost



uct comes into contact with micro-organisms in the soil 
or home compost. Our products can be used for many 
years. In particular, our material is very dimensionally sta-
ble, and even in contact with water or liquids there is no 
risk that it will soften or degrade prematurely.

Can items made out of  the new material also be recycled?
If the degrading process has not begun yet, products made 
out of our innovative material can be recycled without any 
problems. There are also plans to create collection points 
for this in the future, where products can be given back. 
For big promotional campaigns, customers will also be 
able to set up one of these stations themselves and, when 
new products are made, we will compensate them for ma-
terial they return to us.

Do you also o� er exclusivities?
We are not currently planning to award exclusivities, un-
less it is with countries we are either not planning to go 
into at the moment or where we do not have active part-
ners. However, what we are awarding are launch exclu-
sivities for certain product areas, specifi c countries or in-
dividual sectors. In addition, we are also o� ering custom-
er cover for custom developments. That is not realisable 
for standard products, since promoters can also procure 
these, via us, from other PSI distributors.

What arguments are you using to support the industry 
in marketing measures?
We have drawn up detailed FAQs, make all certifi cates 
available, and recently also commissioned a marketing 
agency to draw up the full concept and communication 
paths. Naturally, we will make these documents available 
to all prospects. We support manufacturers with specifi c 
processing information, gladly by telephone too if required 
or during a Teams conference with our technical devel-
opers and specialists. In Europe, this service is looked af-
ter by the patent holder, which has granted us exclusivity. 
In Asia, support can also come from our partner factory 
in China. A useful pointer: in the 2023 winter semester, we 
are co-operating with a German university as part of a se-
mester project. Students will be developing innovative 
products made out of home-compostable materials on 
our behalf in this context. We will be happy to pass on 
these fi ndings within the promotional products industry 
as well. 

Are you still looking for distribution partners in the PSI 
network?
We would like to continue to focus on product develop-
ment and the realisation of major projects in Asia and are 
looking for distribution partners in the PSI network; we 
are reliant on them, as well. We therefore very much hope 
that we will be able to win the enthusiasm of many com-
panies for our material at the PSI trade show. PSI will be 
the fi rst major promotional products trade show where 
our products and the versatile material are presented. We 
were solely represented at specialist sustainability trade 
shows in 2023.

What are your outlooks for 2024?
Among other plans, we are intending to introduce our pat-
ented material to other forms of production in 2024, and 
we are hoping to be able to realise products in the pack-
aging area by the end of 2024; initial tests with suppliers 
start in early 2024. Our capacity goal is to be able to dis-
tribute up to 1,000 tonnes of this material by the end of 
2024. Compared with other sustainable products, the raw 
commodities are available in su�  cient quantities for this 
material, which enables us to achieve a high production 
capacity.

We would be delighted to be able to get the PSI, its pro-
ducers, importers and distributors on board as strong 
partners in building up our global network. We are giv-
ing our all to winning the industry’s enthusiasm on a reg-
ular basis with innovations, patents and materials. 
PSI 2024, stand 9D78 <
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